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Strength in numbers…UK Solar Alliance Rally in London
On a lovely sunny day, on 
April 18th, members of Stop 
Botley West, including six of us 
representing Cassington, set out 
to London to join other groups 
campaigning against large scale 
solar proposals in our areas.

It was a positive group of about 
100 like-minded people from 
six different proposed solar 
farms, all of whom care deeply 
about our countryside, wanting to protect our farmland for 
agriculture and for the good of all our communities. There 
was significant interest from the press, who were taking 
photographs and interviewing individuals and we even had 
a couple of MPs join us.

Meeting up with members of other groups in the country 
who are also facing the  prospect of these giant solar farms 
was very heartening to us all and made our commitment to 
fighting BWSF much stronger. 

And there is still a lot 
to do! So do join your 
village Solar Action 
Group. Contact Ruth 
at ruth@atherstone.
net.

The rally was timed 
to coincide with a 
debate in 

Westminster hall that afternoon on large-scale ground-
based solar development. The debate lasted 3 hours and 
was very encouraging to those of us concerned about vast 
swathes of our countryside being transformed into huge 
industrial landscapes.

If you would like to 
know which MPs 
are fighting for us 
and what they are 
saying, do read the 
debate on Hansard.
Hansard.Parliament.
uk

DON'T FORGET YOUR PHOTO ID FOR THE 
ELECTIONS ON THURSDAY 2nd MAY 2024

The elections are for the Police and Crime 
Commissioner and one of our West Oxfordshire 

District Councillors.  
See who is standing and read their statements 

inside this edition.  



Anne's CAWNerwelcome

With special thanks to... 
Lorna Mills, Fineprint Witney, Emily Lemaire and her 

team and to everyone who actively participates in the 
production of Cassington & Worton News.
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May stargazing 
highlights

May 6 Eta Aquarids Meteor Shower. 
The Eta Aquarids is an above average shower.  It is produced 
by dust particles left behind by Halley's comet.  The shower 
runs annually from April 19 to May 28.  This year it peaks on 
the night of May 6 and the morning of the May 7.  The nearly 
new moon means dark skies for what should be an excellent 
show this year.  Best viewing will be from a dark location 
after midnight. Meteors will radiate from the constellation 
Aquarius, but can appear anywhere in the sky.

May 8 - New Moon. 
The Moon will be on the same side of the Earth as the Sun 
and will not be visible in the night sky.  This is the best time of 
the month to observe faint objects such as galaxies and star 
clusters because there is no moonlight to interfere.

May 9 - Mercury at Greatest Western Elongation. 
This is the best time to view Mercury since it will be at its 
highest point above the horizon in the morning sky.  Look for 
the planet low in the eastern sky just before sunrise.

May 23 - Full Moon.
The Moon will be on the opposite side of the Earth to the Sun 
and its face will be will be fully illuminated.  This full moon 
was known by early Native American tribes as the Flower 
Moon because this was the time of year when spring flowers 
appeared in abundance.  This moon has also been known as 
the Corn Planting Moon and the Milk Moon.

Welcome to the 563rd edition of CAWN.  I fear I am losing 
my touch - or perhaps I no longer have my ear to the 
ground?  It has certainly been a while since I have been able 
to tell you about an engagement, wedding or birth in the 
village.  

The news from the world outside this village is so 
depressing, with tales of war and the never ending cost of 
living crisis, so each month I try to find something positive 
and/or uplifting for the front page.  If you have any happy 
news that you would like to share then please do get in 
touch.  

This month we have 2 pages of statements from our 
potential Police and Crime Commissioner and WODC 
candidates.  I hope you find it helpful to read what they 
have to say before the vote on Thursday.  Please don't forget 
to take your photo ID with you!

We also have a selection of events coming up, including 
the plant sale on the 4th May, the latest production from 
Bartholomew Players and what looks like it should be a 
beautiful concert by Eynsham Choral Society.  Added to 
which May is Oxfordshire Arts week and at least 3 members 
or fomer members of this village have work on display.  I 
do hope you find the time to visit some of the galleries and 
studios that are open for this event.  

Thank you to all the contributors this month.  I am always 
happy for you to send submissions or ideas for articles, so 
please do keep them coming!

Happy reading!       
      Anne x

EYNSHAM CHORAL SOCIETY
CONDUCTOR: STUART DUNLOP

ORGANIST: GABRIELE DAMIANI

Cantique de Jean Racine by Fauré
Requiem by Fauré
Te Deum by Haydn

Stabat Mater by Rheinberger

Saturday 18th May 2024
7.30pm

St Leonard’s Church, Eynsham

Tickets £15 from Evenlode DIY or eynshamchoral@gmail.com
With thanks to West Oxfordshire District Council for their support
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QUIZ NIGHT
AT THE

CHEQUERS
Wednesday 8th

May
at 7.30pm

S U N D A Y  1 2 T H  M A Y  

J O I N
L I S S Y  &  L Y N Z Y

I N  E L E V A T I N G  Y O U R  E N E R G Y

E N E R G E T I C  D A N C E
P O W E R F U L  B R E A T H S

M I N D F U L  P I L A T E S
E N E R G Y  H E A L I N G

S O U N D  B A T H  W I T H  G O N G S

2 - 4 . 3 0 P M
£ 4 5

CHAI & COOKIES
BOOKING VIA EVENTBRITE QR

CASSINGTON VILLAGE
HALL, `̀CASSINGTON

OXON OX14 

ELEVATE  

 

 
 

MARSHALLS WANTED 
 

Bike Night is confirmed for Monday 24th June and is a great 
event that supports so many of the businesses and groups 

in our village.  
 

If you can spare an hour or two on the night to keep bikes 
moving and pedestrians safe please email Dan Bakewell at 

CassingtonBikeNight@hotmail.com 
 

No experience needed, please do help if you can, it does 
feel great to be a part of it. 

OBSERVATION
by Stephen Wright
Mum and I recently used a day off work to go to Thame 
for lunch before going for a nice walk around Cutteslowe 
Park. Mum confessed that Jenna and I will need to provide 
a grandchild so that mum has an excuse to go on the 
miniature train ride at Cutteslowe again, so we’ve added 
that to our list of to dos.

I recently moved in with Jenna and out of my ten-person 
houseshare. Jenna’s house in St Albans is small but nice, 
although one of the drawbacks is that someone recently 
cut down all of the hedges at the end of the garden, 
meaning I now have a clear view outside of my bedroom 
window of the nearby graveyard - a nice daily reminder of 
death when I wake up in the morning.

There’s also a neighbourhood cat called Miguel who 
sometimes lets himself in through the bathroom window, 
which makes Jenna want to get a cat, despite the fact that 
we have this one on loan and don’t have to feed it.

Cassington Cafe
The Cassington Cafe will take place in the village hall on 
the first Thursday mornings in the month at 10am.  In May 
the cafe will be held on the second Thursday, due to the 
elections taking place in the hall on Thursday 2nd May.  

The dates for 2024 are: May 9, June 6, July 4, NOT August, 
Sept 5, Oct 3, Nov 7 and December 5.
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH OF ST PETER, EYNSHAM
Serving the Hanboroughs, Freeland, Cassington, South Leigh, Stanton Harcourt, Sutton and Northmoor. 

Masses at St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Eynsham
Saturday (For Sunday) 5pm. Sunday 10am.
Face coverings required with social distancing.
For details of weekday Masses please visit the parish web 
page https://stpeterseynsham.org.uk/
Contact details:-Parish Priest: Fr Mark Lagorio
Tel: 01865 881613 
Email : stpeterschurcheynsham@gmail.com
Parish Safeguarding Representative: 

Eric White ericj_white@yahoo.co.uk
For details on Covid-safe worship, other news, and links for 
live screening, please visit the parish web page. 
You can also watch Mass from many other Churches live or 
recorded online.  
Churchservices.tv 
https://www.mcnmedia.tv/
https://www.youtube.com/user/Godzdogz

Food Bank News
Thank you for continuing to support via the 
box outside St Peter’s Church (or if full place 
inside the porch) and/or via single financial 
donations or regular standing order.
We cannot pass on fresh produce but please give tinned 
and dried foods and other groceries which need to be well 
within their “Best Before” date.
We support:
Eynsham Food bank (07450 328530) 
North Oxfordshire Food Bank (07929721172)
If you need some food support or know someone in need 
of food support please phone the food banks directly at the 
numbers above or contact our clergy
Duncan Fraser (vicar) 07810324088 or 
Roger Aston 01865 880757 
Thank you.

BELL RINGING
Please note that teams from the Oxford 
guild will be visiting Cassington church 
on Monday 6th May, probably between 
5-6pm to ring for up to an hour as part of their Guild 
ringing day across the area.  Plans are still being drawn 
up and if the time changes I will give notice in the May 
CAWN '

Cassington Parish Council needs a ground 
maintenance person for various parts of the 

village including the Burial Ground that we are 
responsible for - to start ASAP.

For further information please contact the Clerk 
on Cassingtonclerk@cassington-pc.gov.uk

St Peter’s Churchyard
Every parishioner who lives in Cassington is entitled to be 
buried or have their ashes interred in the churchyard. There 
are, however, statutory churchyard regulations that all of us 
must follow, including the type of memorial permitted. A 
one-off fee is charged at the time of burial/interment.

Part of the churchyard regulations is that all graves should 
be flat with no delineation, flower pots, ornaments, plastic 
flowers or markers. This enables ease of grass cutting/
strimming and avoids accidental damage.

The churchyard takes a lot of constant maintenance including 
weeding, hedge and tree trimming and grass cutting which is 
funded in part by the collection of the one - off fees but this 
by no means covers the full costs. We are grateful to those 
who tend individual graves.

We are therefore seeking your help to clear all materials 
mentioned above and any wooden markers, which are 
meant to be temporary until a memorial stone is installed. 
We would also welcome offers of help to weed and cut back 
vegetation in the churchyard or donations to pay towards the 
ongoing maintenance.

Further information about the installation of memorials and 
statutory churchyard regulations can be obtained from the 
church office on 01865 883325 
or email stleonards_stpeters@btconnect.com

John Hemingway and Jan Macdonald, 
St Peter’s Churchwardens
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ST  

The Church of St Peter's is here as a fellowship to worship God, 
build people up in Christ and share his love with others 

 
May 2024 

 

The church is open for individuals’ private prayer daily. 
 
 
 

Services this month 
 

 
Sunday 5th May – 9.30am Holy Communion 

 
Sunday 12th May – 9.30am Morning Worship 

 
Sunday 19th May - 9.30am Holy Communion  

 
Sunday 26th May – 5pm Evening Prayer 

 
  

On-line streamed services are available every Sunday from 10.30 am at 
www.stpeterschurchcassington.org or www.stleonardseynsham.org.uk  

 
If you have particular spiritual needs feel free to contact: 

Vicar – Revd Duncan Fraser   07810 324088 / vicarslp@gmail.com 
Enquiries:  Church Office   01865 883325 / stleonards_stpeters@btconnect.com 

  

CALLING ALL ST PETER’S SCHOOL PARENTS!
The Tinies and Toddlers group (who meet in the village 
hall on Tuesdays in term time) invite you on Tuesday 

afternoons at 2.30 for tea/coffee and an opportunity to 
chat before you pick up your children from school.

CASSINGTON TINIES & TODDLERS 
(Tinies Café) Spring 2024

A Parent/Carer & Toddler group 
Cassington Village Hall 1.30 –3.00 on Tuesday (other 

than where stated, term-time only)
May 7th, 14th, 21st, no session on 28th (half term)

June 4th, none on 11th, there is on 18th, none on 25th
July 2nd, 9th, and 16th (last session this term)

Toys, crafts, songs & refreshments for under-fives and 
their carers

This group is run by St Peter’s Church with local parents
For more information please contact: Jane Aston at 

janeaston53@aol.com Tel: 01865 880757 
Charlotte Metcalf at candcmetcalf@gmail.com 

Tel:07814550878

 
To all our Friends… 

A warm invitation to join us  
at 7pm Monday 13 May 2024 at The Tolkien Room, 

St Peter's Catholic Church, Eynsham to watch 
Season 1 Episodes 7 and 8 of The Chosen 

‘Invitations’ and ‘I Am He’ 
 

 
 

If you haven't come along yet each episode is 
stand alone - you can come at any point. 

Meet, talk, share refreshments.  
We hope you can come. 

You will be most welcome. 
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Tim Starkey
Labour and Cooperative Party
I have worked with the police for 22 years 
as a barrister, prosecuting cases ranging 
from child sex abuse to drug dealing, this 
experience has shown me what needs to 
change. 

My mission is to re-build trust in police.  Claims to have 
“doubled neighbourhood policing” are from a year ago 
where neighbourhood officers had been cut to just 150 
over 108 Thames Valley teams and don’t include PCSOs 
(459 in 2015, just 252 now) who are a vital part of any 
neighbourhood team.  More important than numbers 
are how the police interact with their community.  The 
December 2023 inspection revealed how TVP “requires 
improvement” for “responding to the public” and 
“investigating crime”. Better training as to “lines of enquiry”, 
closer working with the CPS so officers understand what 
evidence is needed in court and better use of technology 
can improve low detection rates.

I often see delays of 5 years from rapes being reported 
to coming to trial, meaning 2/3 of victims drop out. Fast 
tracking these cases and communicating better with victims 
is vital.

Finally, forging partnerships to prevent crime: restoring 
youth services and targeted mentoring for young people at 
risk of getting mixed up in county lines or other criminality.

Ben Holden-Crowther
More Police Officers for Thames Valley
Dear Cassington and Worton Residents,

We simply do not have enough police 
officers in the Thames Valley, meaning 
that relatively serious crimes such as 
shoplifting and burglary are being routinely overlooked.  
Money being wasted in other areas needs to be urgently 
directed towards strong local policing for your area.

The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner spends 
almost £2 million annually on around 40 members of staff. 
We will ensure financial prudence and greatly reduce 
wasteful office expenditure (including the £18,000 recently 
spent on a pointless website rebranding).

Considering the current state of our police force, it’s clear 
that short-term focused political parties should not be 
tasked with setting the policing priorities for our local area. 
Your vote for our local candidate will help us wrestle back 
control of policing from inept and uninspiring politicians.

In the last election for Police and Crime Commissioner, the 
turnout in the Thames Valley was just 35.8%, meaning that 
1,173,265 people in our area lost their opportunity to vote 
at this really important election.  By voting for More Police 
Officers for Thames Valley, you can show that you care 
about making our local area a safer place to live.

Matthew Barber
Conservative Candidate
I’ve been privileged to serve you as 
Police & Crime Commissioner since 
2021.  Since then I’ve appointed the 
new Chief Constable, delivered record 
numbers of police officers and we’ve seen crime at levels 
well below that prior to the pandemic.

But there’s more to do and whoever you choose as your 
next Police & Crime Commissioner will need a clear plan and 
understanding of the challenges ahead.  As well as being 
the voice of the public and holding the police to account, 
they will be responsible for a budget of over £584m.

I am proud of what we have achieved together so far:  
Thames Valley now has 5,120 police officers – over 600 
higher than 2010 and compared to before the pandemic, 
knife crime, burglary, robbery and vehicle crime are all 
down significantly. 

In the last year alone I have worked with the police to:
• DOUBLE the number of neighbourhood police officers
• Tackle shoplifting with charges more than DOUBLING
• Continued our zero-tolerance approach to knife 

possession which sees criminals getting longer 
sentences

I’ve got a clear plan for how I will work to make Thames 
Valley safer, improving CCTV, increasing hots which you can 
read more about at matthewbarber.co.uk/plan.

CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION AS THE THAMES VALLEY POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER

On 2nd May, you will be able to vote for your Police and 
Crime Commissioner (PCC).  Police and Crime Commissioners 
are elected to hold your police force to account for delivering 
the kind of policing you want to see.  PCCs are responsible 
for the totality of policing in their force area and aim to cut 
crime and deliver an effective and efficient police service. 
PCCs bring a public voice to policing and they do this by:
• Engaging with the public and victims of crime to help set 
police and crime plans;
• Ensuring the police force budget is spent where it matters 
most; and
• Appointing the chief constable, holding them to account 
for delivery of their objectives, and if necessary, dismissing 
them.
The PCC does not “run” the police force.  Chief constables 
continue to be responsible for the day-to-day operations of 
the police, but they are accountable to the public via the PCC.

Your editor contacted all the candidates standing in the 
election, and here are the statements that were received 
from those that submitted them.  In addiiton there are 2 
further candidates who did not submit statements.  They are:

Tim Bearder,
Liberal Democrats
←

Russell Douglas-Fowler,
Independant →

Statements from all the candidates can be found on the 
website https://choosemypcc.org.uk/area/thames-valley
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PELLMANS
YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS

• Business and Employment Law 
Contracts, Legal Compliance 
and Disputes

• Property 
Buying and Selling Homes, Commercial and 
Agricultural

• Wills, Probate and Trusts 
Tax Planning and Lasting Powers 
of Attorney

01865 884400
www.pellmans.co.uk

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX29 4TB

Home visits and evening 
appointments available

Lumos PV Power  Systems ltd installs 
Solar and Micro-generation systems.

With the current increase in 
electricity costs and state of the art 
solar technology, its a perfect time 

to consider solar energy.

Using solar technology, we can 
harvest free energy from the sun and 
store it in batteries for daily usage.

Contact: Matthew Terry

Mob-07748840065

Email
matthew@pvpowersystemsltd.co.uk
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Nick Relph - Labour
I spent my career as a senior executive in the 
NHS.  I've served on Eynsham Parish Council 
for over ten years including a year as Chair.  
I’m passionate about our community having 
lived in the area for nearly forty years.

We desperately need change.  Under the coalition and 
the Tories I can’t think of a single public service which 
has improved.  The cost-of-living crisis has made most of 
us significantly worse off and the tax burden is as high as 
I can remember.  I know the only party that will sort this 
out is the Labour Party.  My lifetime working in the NHS 
tells me only Labour has seriously invested in the NHS 
resulting in reduced waiting times and improved outcomes 
for patients.  Many of our schools and roads are crumbling 
and have been desperately under resourced.

We face many challenges as a community, not least the large 
housing developments near us and the proposed nearby 
solar farm.  We must keep up the pressure to ensure such 
large-scale developments are well planned and thoroughly 
consulted upon.  The local community should benefit 
from these, and they must both protect and enhance our 
precious green spaces and help deliver net zero.  Thames 
Water must be forced to protect our waterways and stop 
the disgraceful dumping of sewage into our rivers.

If you want to discuss any of the issues above or anything 
else that might make our community a better and happier 
place, please email me at nickqrelph@gmail.com.

Nicholas Goodwin - Green
Nicholas has lived in Eynsham for twenty 
years.  He works for the University of Oxford, 
regularly cycling but grateful for the H2 bus 
when it rains.  He attended St Peter’s Church  
and one of his daughters enjoyed Step 2 Dance.

West Oxfordshire is a good place to live with thriving 
community groups and a strong awareness of green issues.  
It was reassuring to hear the Hight Court has supported the 
idea that WODC can require developers of the Salt Cross to 
provide good quality, net-zero-carbon homes.

Members of the West Oxfordshire Green Party, have 
expertise in solar technologies and in food, farming and soil 
health.  We are scrupulously investigating the Botley West 
Solar scheme, and looking for ways its environmental and 
community benefits could be maximized.  If the proposal is 
supported by the National Planning Inspectorate, we want 
it to be as beneficial as it can be.

The Green Party, Liberal Democrats and Labour group (the 
‘West Oxfordshire Alliance’) aim to work for everyone in 
West Oxfordshire.  They have funded community groups 
helping people with the increasing cost of living and 
pressured Thames Water to reduce sewage leaking into the 
river but there is so much more to do.  We must find new 
ways of tackling the climate crisis, such as supporting the 
Community Action Plan to reach Zero Carbon.  Please use 
your vote to ensure the effort continues.

Sean Grace - Conservative
I'm pleased to introduce myself as your 
Local Conservative candidate this year.  I’m 
a hardworking and motivated father of two 
lovely toddlers, and I work for a software 
company in the social care sector.  I’m also studying towards 
an MBA at Oxford Brookes and I am always looking for ways 
that I can give back to our local community and make sure 
you have a strong voice.  In my spare time I enjoy trips with 
my family and I love running, playing golf and travelling.  

Some of my local contributions have been initiating 
the Eynsham covid response and neighbourhood 
WhatsApp groups, along with helping to raise awareness 
of the community larder, reporting potholes using the 
FixMyStreet app and helping develop simple websites 
for local businesses free of charge.  I care passionately 
about preserving a sense of community, improving local 
infrastructure (e.g. road surfaces, day care centers and 
waste collection services), and supporting young families, 
as I know first hand how challenging this can be. 

I'm excited to run as a candidate this year as with National 
elections taking place local residents will be able to vote 
on the merit of hard work and local representation rather 
than to 'send a message' on national issues.  I aim to take 
a pragmatic and direct approach to resolve local issues, no 
political game playing and no complacency.  I look forward 
to meeting many of you on the doorsteps and at events and 
in continuation if I am selected to represent the area.

Andy Goodwin - Liberal Democrat
Andy lives in Eynsham, is married with four 
daughters at Bartholomew school.  He’s very 
active in the community: organising Run 
Wytham Woods, a 10km race raising over 
£30,000 for the primary school; helping with the Eynsham 
Christmas vouchers scheme; and coaching girls’ football. 

Andy works in Information Technology and in his spare 
time creates willow sculptures and enjoys playing football.  
I want to welcome new residents moving to our wonderful 
villages, listening to all and helping to deliver the best 
results for our community.  I am opposed to the extensive 
size of Botley West Solar Farm, we need solar energy but in 
planned and considered way.  As part of the Lib Dem team 
that has led the WODC administration this past two years, 
we will focus on:
• Putting residents first
• A new housing plan, with realistic housing targets for 

West Oxfordshire
• Continued scrutiny on Thames Water, challenging them 

and ensuring adequate sewage treatment capacity is in 
place for all new housing

• Backing the plans for carbon net zero housing for Salt 
Cross

• Building more affordable homes, on top of the 267 
delivered in 2023

• Open democracy, streaming council meetings online
Here to talk, Andy Goodwin can be contacted at:
andygooders@hotmail.com
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Welcome to the Home of Alan Aston Roofing Supplies and Oxford Salvage
Alan Aston Roofing Supplies have been in trading since 1st May 1989. We stock all types of roofing materials for 
flat, tile, slate and industrial roofs. Offering competitive prices with a prompt, efficient and friendly service either 

by phone our our trade counter. Always trying to satisfy the customer on all orders, large or small.  
Oxford Salvage Ltd have been trading since 1995. Set in 2 acres, with warehouse storage, we are able to offer 

some of the largest stocks of reclaimed building materials in the county and also stock many architectural antique 
items including victorian fireplaces, surrounds, doors and much more. We can also provide a fast and reliable 

delivery and collection service with ability to crane off
We are located at Bell Lane, Cassington, just off the A40 between Oxford and Witney.

P Bruno Car Repairs 
 

 Oxfordshire’s friendliest Family owned & run garage since 1989   
www.pbruno.co.uk 

 
Servicing and repairs for cars & light commercial vehicles  

Class 4 MOT testing  Collection & delivery service  Courtesy Cars 
 

                          
 

 

For more information contact Linsey on: 01865 883413 
 

Proud sponsors of "Cassington Rangers F.C" 
 
 

At P Bruno Car Repairs we always put the customer first. 
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Cassington

Pound Lane, Cassington, Oxford, OX29 4BN

We pride ourselves on providing a 
workplace that is just as warm, kind 
and considerate as our residential  
care services.  

For more information please don’t hesitate  
to email our brilliant care home manager:  
manager@churchfieldscarehome.co.uk  
or call our friendly team on 01865 881440

Here are just a few of the  
reasons that we are a great 
place to work: 

•  Passionate management 
team that put your  
wellbeing first

•  Ample training  
opportunities

•  Support gaining care  
qualifications

•  A positive, people-first  
working environment  
and care home

•  Full-time and part-time  
hours available

•  Child-friendly hours

YOU’RE IN LUCK... WE’RE RECRUITING!
The incredible team at Churchfields is expanding.

Follow us on  
facebook for  
live job roles
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CHURCHFIELDS NEWS
April has been filled with slivers of sunshine, celebrations, 
and exciting activities at Churchfields care home. Our 
residents enjoyed the lovely spring weather, as they spent 
plenty of time outdoors soaking up the sun and appreciating 
the sights and sounds of the season.

We continued to enjoy Easter throughout the first week 
of April. Our residents exercised their 
creativity and made some lovely 
decorations and charming Easter 
hats.  We also enjoyed a lively quiz 
night with a drink or two.  Some of 
our residents took advantage of the 
beautiful weather as they enjoyed a 
stroll to the local church for a lovely 
service.

Some of our staff members are Indian and so, we got 
together with them to participate in the vibrant celebration 
of the Indian festival of Holi with a splash of colour and 
laughter.

One of our highlights was celebrating a resident’s 
remarkable 103rd birthday!  She was treated to a delightful 
trip to the pub for a classic 
gin and tonic alongside her 
delicious birthday cake.

Back at the home, our 
conservatory became a 
haven for birdwatching, 
with residents refilling 
the bird feeders. Some 

spent their time crafting lovely 
memory boxes while others 
enjoyed a fun sing-along with 
Donna, followed by a relaxing 
afternoon in the garden where 
residents picked fresh rhubarb 
for a delicious homemade jam.

Throughout April, Animal Ark 
brought us joy in the form of 

some beautiful animal friends, there were hedgehogs, 
hamsters and an adorable pair of rabbits.  The weather 
was perfect for basking on the patio, soaking up the sun, 
playing some sit-down games and spending quality time.

One resident donated a set of well-worn stone cricket 
players that had graced her garden for years.  Some of 
the residents came together to restore these weathered 
figures, giving them a new lease 
of life.  In addition to these 
group activities, many residents 
also enjoyed personalised time 
with staff, engaging in activities 
like reading, playing games like 
Connect Four, and watching their 
favourite films.

April at Churchfields has been a vibrant month filled 
with joy, laughter, and meaningful connections.  We look 
forward to sharing more of our heartwarming stories with 
you next month!

If you’d like to be part of our lovely community, drop by for 
a cuppa and a chat!  In the meantime, please follow us on 
Facebook to find out more about life at Churchfields.

 

 

 

WILLS ~ PROBATE ~ POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 

Tel. 01993 811 792 

Email info@woodstocklaw.co.uk    
Woodstock Solicitors - 1st Floor - 32 New Road - Woodstock - OX20 1PB 
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Parish Council News     April 2024
Previous Parish Council Minutes can be found online at
http://www.cassington-pc.gov.uk

Cllr Thompson and Cllr Metcalf explained that we are only 
going to pay for the stone walls that the Parish Council own.
WODC undertakes some of the grass cutting at the Burial 
Ground and there is a tender out for the other parts of the 
village.
The majority of the residents that were present advised that 
they would have liked to have been advised earlier that the 
precept was going to be increased as much as it has been 
and the Council realised that the reason for the increase 
should have been communicated better.
The Parish Council would like to make note that the £20k for 
the Playground is a one off payment.

Report from Clerk
Elms Road Ditch – Waiting to hear back from Blenheim
Replacement for Adrian – Still on going
VAS on Eynsham Road & Yarnton Road – Still on going
Replacement Speedwatch Sign – This has been replaced
PC Burial Ground Update – The clerk is still researching the 
walls and the boundary
Stile at field by Bell Lane – Still ongoing – 3 quotes have 
been given to the Parish Council. A member of the public 
has suggested Michael Oliver – The Clerk will ask for a 
quote.
Thames Water – The clerk has tried to contact Thames 
Water to get a map of the pipes. No response.

Reports from County and District & Parish Councillors
County Report
The county council is planning two new special schools in 
the Didcot area to serve southeast Oxfordshire. 
In addition we are building or acquiring small children’s 
homes to provide care in the county for those who would 
otherwise have to go somewhere else. 
OCC is launching a £7m programme this spring to refurbish 
nearly 100 roads across the county this spring from 8 April 

to 3 June. It is the biggest surface dressing programme for 
20 years. 
Oxfordshire has been awarded £2.384 million for improving 
walking and cycling infrastructure. 
Adults with learning disabilities and autism have moved into 
new accommodation in Witney, purchased by OCC. 
Oxfordshire has won another £3.6m to upgrade EV 
infrastructure. 
As ever, I can be contacted at dan.levy@oxfordshire.gov.uk

District Council Report
Judicial review on Salt Cross the high court had advised that 
the inspector had made an error. WODC are talking to the 
planning inspectorate to see what the next move will be.
Homes England funding the A40 in discussion with OCC 
have not given a response with regards to the A40

Parish Council Report
Cllr King - Church Yard Bin – Clerk to contact John 
Hemmingway
Cllr Mills – The Bike Night Committee have asked if the 
Parish Council would pay for St Johns Ambulance - Parish 
Council have agreed

Questions from the Public
A 30 tonne lorry has come through Cassington. There is a 
maximum weight limit of 20 tonne
Date of next meeting: Thursday 2nd May 2024 @7.30pm in 
St Peters School

Parish Councillors
To contact the Parish Council, please email them on: -
Barbara King – bking1@cassington-pc.gov.uk
Chris Metcalf – cmetcalf@cassington-pc.gov.uk
Alex Rogers – arogers@cassington-pc.gov.uk
Graham Mills – gmills@cassington-pc.gov.uk
Stewart Thompson – sthompson@cassington-pc.gov.uk

Clerk contact details: Mrs Tracey Cameron
Email: cassingtonclerk@cassington-pc.gov.uk

Woodstock and District U3a
U3a is aimed at those no longer in full time 
employment with daytime hours available to 
participate in community based activity or interest groups.   
Our next quiz is on Thursday 24th May 2-4pm at the Scout/
Guide Hut in Union Street Woodstock.
The monthly coffee morning in Woodstock offers a social 
gathering - the next is on Saturday 4 th May at The Crown 
and our host is Pat.
As a taster, visitors are welcome to the members’ speaker 
meetings charged at £2 to include tea and biscuits. 
Doors open at 1.45 for 2pm speaker at St Hugh’s Church 
Hall, Hensington Road, Woodstock. Our May meeting 
is on Thursday 2nd (local election-day) and we have The 
Woodland Trust – standing up for trees – followed at 3pm 
by the AGM – do join us if you can.
Further information and contact at. www.woodstocku3a.uk
Sue Blackshaw – Chair Woodstock & District u3a

SPEEDWATCH
The Cassington Speedwatch group held 7 sessions in 
March.  11 sessions were booked, 4 were cancelled due 
to bad weather.  They reported the following to the Police.
No. of sessions:     7
Total number of vehicles:    1,420
No. of offending vehicles:   199
Between 25mph &amp; 30mph:   138
Between 31mph &amp; 40 mph:   61
Over 40 mph:     0
Highest offender:    40mph
The Cassington Speedwatch group try to meet at least 
twice a week to record speeding vehicles, in an attempt 
to make the road through this village safer for pedestrians, 
especially the young and the old.  If you would like to help 
with this task, even if you can only do a few sessions each 
month, timed round your availability, then please contact 
Ron Macdonald at cassington.speedwatch@gmail.com
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Luxury self catering holiday lets (sleeping between 2 and 22)

Stunning events barn for weddings, private parties & corporate functions

On-site farm shop and café

Rural business park

Tennis court and seasonal outdoor pool for 
holiday let and business park tenants

ENQUIRIES@WORTONPARK.CO.UK
01865 882644

GATHER,  EAT,  SLEEP,  CELEBRATE

Nestled in the Oxfordshire countryside, Worton Park is a diversified farm 
that champions nature and sustainability. Including -

Begbroke to Bladon Bluebell Walk

This month thanks go to Kath Humphris for suggesting this 
walk, and to Keira and her website Little Oxplorers.  This walk 
will take you through fields and bluebell woodland as you 
wander from Begbroke to Bladon or the other way round.

If you are looking for a short walk then start at Heath Lane in 
Bladon, as that connects up to the woodland instantly.  If you 
want a longer stroll through fields as well, then start at the 
church on St Michael’s Lane, Begbroke.  You will see a green 
footpath sign to Bladon.  Follow the arrow down the lane 
and bear right through a field with horses (behind a fence) 
and then you reach vast fields.  Keep to the established paths 
and in the second field veer left to the left hand corner - you 
will be able to see the woodland at this point.

Enter the woodland 
on the newly laid path; 
this was previously just 
a mud track but loose 
gravel has now been 
put down, and enjoy 
the fragrance and sights 
of the bluebells! This is 
Bladon Heath and also 
referred to as Bladon or 
Begbroke Woods.

The carpets of bluebells are just stunning and surround you 
as you meander through the woodland.  Established paths 
off the main track invite you to walk amongst them – do be 
careful not to veer off these paths and trample the bluebells 
as they are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act. We couldn’t believe how early they were, and what a 
bumper show, apparently it’s due to the mild winter.

The walk connects to the village of Bladon and you will enter 
at Heath Lane.  If you have children and you want to tag 
in an extra bit of fun, visit the nearby Bladon park, which 
has a fantastic range of play equipment.  Access via the lane 
beside St Martin’s Church (where Churchill is buried), it’s 
just beyond the allotments.

A treasure of an adventure, especially with the bluebells, 
and a real local gem.

Little Oxplorers was 
started by Keira  who is 
a Mum of 3 young boys. 
She wanted to share 
her love for adventures 
and find a like-minded 
community.  Check out 
her website for more 
walks and suggestions 
of activities.  https://
littleoxplorers.com/
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NEW RETIREMENT APARTMENTS FOR SALE

The perfect 
moving 
package
We have many services to make 
your move easier, in addition 
to Move for Free a Customer 
favourite is Home Exchange. 
This service provides you with a 
guaranteed cash buyer* for your 
property. In addition to using 
Home Exchange, take advantage 
of our moving package tailored to 
suit your needs.

*T&Cs Apply, see website for full details

HOME EXCHANGE*

• Guaranteed cash buyer  
• No chain or delays
• You won’t be pressured to   
 vacate immediately

MOVE FOR FREE*

• Stamp Duty – paid   
• No estate agent or legal fees 
• A free removals and 
 downsizing service

OR

KIDLINGTON 
Marlborough Lodge, 1 Green Road, Oxfordshire  OX5 2GB

01865 692475
marlborough.lodge@crl.co.uk
crl.co.uk/marlborough-lodge

Scan me
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‘Enjoy the Countryside while you can’
Appreciating the Public Amenity Value of Our Land
It’s a wonderful time of year to put your walking shoes and 
get out and about in the fresh air.  With birdsong in full force 
and summer knocking on the door, there’s plenty to discover 
this month on the footpaths, bridleways and byways that 
criss-cross much of the Oxfordshire countryside.  With the 
undulating nature of the local landscape, you’re never far 
from a spectacular view of the countryside.  However, it’s 
worth remembering that many of these views will be lost 
for a generation - possibly forever - if the Botley West solar 
power station proposal goes ahead.  

• 68 miles of existing footpaths, essentially ‘zero traffic’ and 
rural in character, overwhelmed by 2 million solar panels,
• 156 Power Converter Stations the size of large shipping 
containers will drown out any birdsong with a 67dB hum,
• 11 miles long, 4 miles wide, 75% on green belt protected 
land, threatening rare water meadows by the Thames and 
adjacent to many other heritage assets,
• 45% of the solar panel area on best & most versatile (BMV) 
land - the best land for agriculture and food production,
• 2 years of construction noise, disruption and heavy lorry 
traffic which will impact the work commute, school run, 
hospital appointments, leisure trips and so on.

Local roads will be affected by construction activity and 
heavy lorry traffic. Traffic will divert to alternative routes 
and smaller roads will see higher levels of traffic.  High 
security fences (together with security cameras) will reduce 

footpaths to narrow corridors in between 
countless rows of solar panels, sub-stations 
and other electrical equipment; existing vistas 
will no longer exist and the public amenity 
value of our land will be decimated.

What Can I Do?
Sign this UK Parliament Petition that has already attracted 
over 12,000 signatures
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/651262
The petition asks the Government to introduce restrictions 
on solar to protect land and food security.  It asks for formal 
priorities for development and regional density caps. 
These could help ensure energy targets are met without 
compromising rural landscapes or broader security interests. 
The petition runs until 23rd May 2024.

Update from Stop Botley West
The Statutory Consultation is over and SBW have received a 
huge amount of feedback including over 1400 questionnaire 
responses.  Many thanks to you all.  The next step is for 
the Developer to submit their Development Consent Order 
application to the Inspectorate.  At the same time, WODC, 
incorporating SBW’s findings, will submit their Adequacy of 
Consultation report.  To keep up to date visit stopbotleywest.
com and register for updates.  The SBW website is a growing 
resource containing lots of information, ideas, ways to help 
- and alternatives to ‘mega solar’ power stations - it’s well 
worth taking a look!
Steve Jenkins, for stopbotleywest.com

 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
As we say goodbye to winter I imagine you are craving 
strawberries and cream but you will just have to wait for 
that treat.  This pudding cheats as you use frozen berries 
so you can make it all year round.  I like a mixture of red 
berries and raspberries but if you like blueberries pop them 
in as well.

Berry Pudding
125g butter – this needs to be very soft
Half a cup of sugar – golden castor sugar is nice for this
Half a cup of self-raising flour
Half a cup of ground almonds
2 large eggs
Three quarters of a cup of full cream milk
One cup of frozen berries (or fresh).  If you think they are 
going to be sour sprinkle with some icing sugar first.

You can make this in individual ramequins or in a gratin 
dish.  Lightly butter or oil the dish/es and put to one side.  
In a food mixer blend the butter and sugar until lovely and 
light.  Add the almonds, eggs and flour then pour in the 
milk – you need a good, thick batter but you may not need 
all the milk.  Pour the batter into the dish/es and scatter the 
berries over the top.  Cook for around 30 minutes at 180 
degree Celsius.  Serve warm with cold, cold cream.

When rhubarb comes in this is delicious with stewed 
rhubarb on top instead of the berries.  You could add some 
orange zest to the batter in that case.

Chimney Sweep

Bertie the Sweep
Open Fires / Wood Burners / Flue Sweeping 
Nest Removal – Bird Guards / Cowls Fitted 

Chimney Pots Supplied and Fitted
Fully Insured ICS Member 411 – Certificates Issued

Tel: 01993 899143 or 07954180371
Email:bertiethesweep@ntlworld.com
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OXFORDSHIRE ARTS WEEK 2024
From 4th-27th May, over a thousand artists, makers and designers will exhibit and demonstrate 
in artists' studios, pop-up galleries, glorious gardens, ancient churches, Oxford Colleges and 
hundreds of other interesting venues.  Just drop-in and explore for free.  Chat about painting, 
photography, textiles, sculpture and ceramics; discover woodworking, glass art, mosaics and jewellery, and 
be intrigued by contemporary installations and multidisciplinary practice.  Be inspired, entertained and 
surprised, and choose a treasure to take home with you!
Each week of the festival is different
North and West Oxfordshire: 4th-12th May
Oxford city: 11th-19th May
South Oxfordshire: 18th-27th May
Below are three of the venues where you will see work by past and present residents of Cassington!
Further details, and a guide to all the venues, can be found here: https://www.artweeks.org/

The Botley Drawing Group 

The group was established in 2022 and has continued 
with it's Life Drawing sessions every Monday evening 
(during school term) throughout 2023.  In the Sum-
mer months we met and drew at the Hinksey Heights 
Nature Trail. 
This will be our second year of exhibiting our life 
drawings and also a selection of the works created 
personally by our artist members.
Venue:
Louie Memorial Pavilion, Arnolds Way,
Botley  OX2 9JD
Telephone: 07811 568874
Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/ali.hogg/
Email: thehoggs42@gmail.com
Facilities available: Parking
Opening Dates and Times
11th/12th and 18th/19th May 2024
Times: 11am-5pm

Amanda Bonfiglioli | David Brown

Artist Amanda Bonfiglioli's painting and sculpting skills 
bring life to potter David Brown's thrown vessels. Bowls, 
mugs, jugs and larger vases and bottles are individually 
painted and glazed, or enlivened with modelled details and 
stoppers. Amanda also sculpts decorative ceramic plaques 
on various themes.

www.amandabonfiglioli.co.uk
davidbrownoxford@hotmail.co.uk

Venue: Glenwood, Little Blenheim, Yarnton OX5 1LX
Telephone: 07380 219919
Website: http://www.
amandabonfiglioli.co.uk
Email: davidbrownoxford@
hotmail.co.uk
Facilities available: 
Open Studio
Opening Dates and Times
10th/11th/12th May 2024
Times: 11am-6pm
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Treat yourself to a
delicious afternoon tea, 

Sunday lunch, light lunch,
and other exclusive

dining o	erings in the
beautiful setting of our

newly refurbished
Orangery.

Book now at
blenheimpalace.com/visitus/
cafes-restaurants/orangery/
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Keep Your Property Looking Smart 
 With our complete Window and Gutter-line service 

From a trusted and local business  
Window Cleaning 
• Quality window 

cleaning 
• A regular and 

reliable 6-8 week 
round 

• 1-off cleans 
• Internal window 

cleaning 

Window Repairs 
• Replacement of 

failed double 
glazed units 

• Repairs to hinges, 
locks and handles 

• Upgrades to 
improve energy 
efficiency 

Gutter-line Cleaning 
• Gutters cleared 

and unblocked 
• Cosmetic cleaning 

of gutters, fascia 
and soffits 

• Conservatory 
structure and roof 
cleaning 

Gutter-line Repairs 
• Repairs to leaking 

or damaged 
gutters 

• Replacement of 
gutters, fascia and 
soffits 

• Repairs to 
conservatory roofs 

 
Hundreds of happy customers throughout the 

local area 
 

Contact Duncan Larman on 07711 634338 or 
duncan@refined-shine.co.uk 

 

 
 

Moorcroft, The Green, Cassington, OX29 4BW 
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TEA TIME TEASER
This month we have some film titles.  Can you work them 
out?  Answers next month.
1. T best E M H
2. T M of K G
3. I J and T D O D
4. T S about M
5. T T C affair
6. I H one N
7. S in L
8. A good A I G
Answers to last month's anagrams
1. ISTANBUL
2. LONDON
3. DUBAI
4. ANTALYA
5. PARIS
6. HONG KONG
7. BANGKOK
8. NEW YORK CITY

For details of Neighbourhood Watch volunteers, County 
and District Councillors, Village Hall, Pavilion and MUGA 
booking fees please see the village website:
www.cassington-pc.gov.uk

FILM
The film on Friday 10th May is 
Wonka.  It is a 2023 musical fantasy 
comedy film directed by Paul King, 
who co-wrote the screenplay with 
Simon Farnaby based on a story by 
King.  It tells the origin story of Willy 
Wonka, a character in the 1964 
novel Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory by Roald Dahl, depicting his 
early days as a chocolatier.  

Willy Wonka is the mastermind behind some of the most 
delicious and innovative chocolate creations the world has 
ever seen.  But before shaking up the chocolate industry and 
making a name for himself as a confectionery genius, the 
ambitious young creator had to defy all odds.  As a result, 
Willy transformed his wildest dreams into reality with a 
bold vision, determination, and unexpected help from new 
friends.  After all, hard work and a dash of magic can make 
anything happen.  Because, as Willy already knows, it only 
takes a dream to make a difference.

Tickets on the door are £5 for adults and £3 for children 
aged 14 and under.  

Eynsham Museum and Heritage Centre
Eynsham Museum and Heritage Centre (EMHC) is a 
registered charity that was established in 2021.  In March 
2023 Eynsham Parish Council granted EMHC a lease on the 
Bartholomew Room in the Market Square.  The current 
exhbition is a working model 
of the station as it was in 1958, 
along with a video of the last 
passenger train, artefacts from 
Eynsham Station and a display 
illustrating the beginnings of the 
Witney line in 1861 to its closure 
by GWR in 1970. 

The museum is run by volunteers and entry is free, but 
donations are very welcome! 
Opening times:  Sat 23 March – 27 May 2024 on Saturdays, 
Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays from 11am to 4pm

Eynsham’s Rural Past exhibition (in the planning)

The Museum is planning a new exhibition for summer and 
autumn 2024.  The topic is Eynsham’s Rural Past.  Do you 
have any items that you could loan to us?  Examples might 
be old tools, art, craft or trade artefacts, or can you share 
your memories of Eynsham before all the farms and barns 
were swept away or converted into housing?  
If so, please get in touch via the Contact us page on the 
Museum website: https://eynshammuseum.org.uk/
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Dates for your diary
May 2024
Thurs 2nd Elections in the Village hall
Thurs 2nd 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting 
Sat 4th 11am - 1pm Plant Sale, Village Green
Sat 4th - Mon 27th Oxfordshire Arts Week
Wed 8th 7.30pm Quiz night at the Chequers
Thurs 9th 10am Cassington Cafe
Fri 10th 7.30pm Film "Wonka"
Wed 15th - Sat 18th 7.30 "Pack of Lies", Eynsham VH
Mon 20th June CAWN deadline

June 2024
Thurs 2nd 10am Cassington Cafe
Thurs 2nd 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting 
Sat 8th 7pm Murder/Mystery, Eynsham VH
Thurs 20th July CAWN deadline
Mon 24th Cassington Bike Night

what’s on?Village Notices
For local services, ‘for sale’ or similar notices, please send copy (by 
email ideally) to the usual address. Appropriate notices are FREE, 
and are placed at our discretion.

Piers Lewis
Private Chef
07775 713269
Piers.lewis.pl@gmail.com

CAWN Advertising rates
Village events and fund-raising stuff is free. Simple local 
services, ‘for sales’ etc., are also free on the "noticeboard" 
page/section. However donations towards printing costs 
welcomed.  Suitable commercial businesses are invited to 
support our community by buying advertising space at the 
following rates:

1/8 page, £6 (£60 per year)         (landscape)
1/4 page, £10 (£100 per year)    (portrait)
1/2 page, £15 (£150 per year)    (landscape)
Full page, £25 (£250 per year)    (portrait)

Technical details for artwork  are available on request. 
All material included at the discretion of CAWN. 
Any surplus will be passed to the Cassington Parochial 
Charities to support our community.

SAY IT WITH FLOWERS
If you are in need of flower arrangements then 
please message me, I would love to help. I can 
create table arrangements, wreaths for doors, 
funeral flowers and small weddings. 
Just message me to discuss your 
requirements and I hope I can help.
Please message to order
Tel Ruth 07768 450095
Ruth.bakewell@googlemail.com
Thanks xx

Do you have children or pets?
I live in Cassington and I’m available for babysitting or 
petsitting.  I am studying childcare and education at 
college, have a paediatric first aid certificate and can show 
references if required.
Please text/call Seren on 07740 184757 or email on 
lemaireseren@gmail.com

@planetkev on Instagram and Twitter www.planetkev.co.uk 
Always open to requests ... planetkevart@gmail.com

Drawings, paintings and prints of people, places 
and everyday things 

Gardening Tips for May
• Watch out for late frosts. Protect tender plants
• Earth up potatoes, and promptly plant any still 

remaining
• Plant out summer bedding at the end of the month 

(except in cold areas)
• Lift and divide overcrowded clumps of daffodils and 

other spring-flowering bulbs
• Check for nesting birds before clipping hedges.

Baby Cot and Mattress
Excellent Condition
Free on Collection

Phone Pat or John Vereker 
01865 880693 before 6pm


